/' LASELM GLIDIEGD

A Nomgletter from thoe Lashom Gliding Contro

Ho. 34 Editor: Hugo 8th Soptember 1957
‘Gonsarr Troticr

1f you weron't owdars of it, thls yoar's Natlionnlw ooldn' t havo
boen a groater sucoess. Aport froo the oxeellont weathor, ovor which no ong
(not ewen Wally #allington) had any eontrel, cvorything clse came up to
serotoh, nnd more so. ALl credit must go to ann and her ovorworked sub-
gommi ttoo, who organised overything, nnd in partioulsr to tho brilliamt tosk
patting which gove tho compotitars the groatoet opportunity of making the
boet of whatover there was to be had. =

The gide you probobly woren't so swaro of wne the invisiblo crporta.
Apart from H.R.H. and Brab, how many of you know who or what V.I.Ps. wisited
Lagham during the Compm. Not thot this mattors very ouch fo you, but #hat
does is our contimned oxistencs ot Lagham, and it is the inpression on our
distinguished visitors and tho faot thet no other site in itho country canldd
have sun o gompotition on such a senle, thot counts so much in the fight for
propor sgcurity of torurc, :

ddpi ttedly, the Alr linigtry are prepared (if they ars allowed to)
to grant us a leass Tor a short term, but a short term ie not sufficient to
attract adequate capital for successful development. We probably meed mot
legs than 71 years if we are to make = real centre at Losham,

Everyone probebly has his or her own idens on how the Centre should
dovelop and how money should be laid out, Uore planes - more drains -
warmer bunkhouses - larger bars - 1 swimsing pool - a parperyl  Hone of theso
can coms without proper ssourity apd oven cur mopt preseing nood, the rocladding
of the bangar roof, mist wait until wo know whore #we stand, But bofore you
throw this nsidc and soream for o tranguiliser let us puggeet o Way you oan
help the emuso - SPREAD THE GOSFEL.

Hevor mind if your frionds bore you with golf or geldafiah - bore
thez back. Gat sorcze to them the siza of that thormal that got away, tell
them that doing cross ocountries in treins is outmoded nnd oxtravagant, tell
them nbout Tomy D=D, tell them how wo fiddlo while Burne roams. Tell thom,
in foet, that Loshem ig more and merc important overy yonr %o more and =oro
pocple and thot SOMDTHING HAS 007 TO BE DONE. |What about letting jyour H.P.
Imow how you and so many other people foel nbout stoying on at Lagham, and
if youn don't feel up to that pross on your more imfluontial fricnds o copy
of the pamphlot which hasm just boasn produccd by the Committos, If you hawve
sonc 1ikely viotims in mind you cen collect copies from Bill Ooteh, You
pevar kmow how ugpeful & g0lid body of well-=informed supporters may be to us
one of thease dey=.

H,T.
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SINGLE TICKET -~ or iWest Bourne Oroove

Sunday, £ird June was the sort of day when tho airfield echoes with
the asd voices of all thome whe are mot flying exclalming that "This 1a the
day of tho contury - there rover will be anothor like it', The reports of
thoso who have fallen short of tholr goals of course arc 'Yes, & wondorful
Ii-ﬂ.?!. bt q....ii.l

T went 4o Lasham with the full cxpectation ¢f a rosord-broaking
\\. f1ight = by Tony. In fact, he was almest in tho cockpit of our Skylark III



- -

when various of the female glement at Lashag came bounding up with the
agsurancs that it was 'Woman's Hour', and I really should be in Cornwall in
ne time and a8 easily me falling off a log: We toseed, and I wom., So full
of rather dismayed elation, I serambled into the cockpit and, with the ring
in my ears of "Yeep course WY, was towed away first on tha line almost before
I eould get ey bBreath,

Hera, az an ordinary reosume of an erdinary flight, thim asgount will
congd, partly because there arc alrendy & good many gimilar ones in exiatenge,
and partly bocousc I aimply nover ton remembsr cXactly whoro and how I got into
and out of coch succogaive thornol, 1T con thorofars only give my chicl
impressions and rcecollectiona of the 5% houre inm the aip.

Firat, ef course, thc nerotew nt 10.45 z.m., which was quite berribly
smocth and left ce with o ainking fecling in my etomech that I should undeubtedly
hawe to land at the furthest about 10 miles nwey. Thormals wors rathor wask
at about 2 ~ 3 4, por soe, at first;, néd I just ocould snot got highor than
3500 ft. for the first throc quortora of an hour. 14 was comforting,
howower, to goo ono or tWo othor glidors npparontly having the scme troublc,

28 on losking cut on nll the lovaly Fluffy white olowds, I could mee no-onc
‘ony highor. 20 I progsed off, Tho next hour or sa wngy, af coursc, contrary
o pundit ruloe - I eirclod in “¥erything, not daring to get bolew 31000 ft. -
and e1] the time cloudbass wes going up, thormals worc gotting eirongor ond

By spirite rieing.

The noxt impression that I mave ie boing high onough to remombor I
hxd & map, How eften, I wondor, does it happen to othor poople thot you got
Jour ooursze, trim your spood, strusglc with apparontly ondloss folds of mnp,
moarch madly round zlmest brosking yous nook to chock up backenrds, sidoways,
forwnrds; thon, juet ne you oxolaim "0h, thope iz thet airfield; and tho
railway, and the river' you glance at ths variomotor - 10 up, All clac is
forgotioan, Stuffing the map away 4n a-%all, you pull dnts s-clishing farn,
forvently praying thet you hawe not left 41t too lato., Whnt blise whon the
£rocn ball stays ot 10 - B - 1% up,

Then suddenly elsudbase looms near, Ok goodnessl The horigon,
Quickly turp it on, level up, unekge, and turn seain just as visibility drops
to nil, and you are wrapped in imponetrsble whitencss,

What o fesoinating thimg i4 is to wateh the sltimeter wind up and
up, while you just eit - 5000°, &000¢, TO0OY, G000, it can't ba true, but yoe,
500" - gotting a bit rough, though, porhape we'll squesze a Mt more oot =
end finally at 9000' to f1y into elair air feeling rather like o spoetator
from anothor werld,

VWhenowor I am eloud-flying I aiwayn sing - generally nymna, Porhaps
the peychologists will say it iv bocsuse I fool necrer hoxvens not, I hopo, in
the soensc thot my last hour has comel bhnyhow, I got through n good ENY YOTReH
on thaet particular flight, You cortainly fecl very clonc mnd indopendent
up thore, and it is quite an cxeitemont fo goc tha wings of another glidor
Tlashing in the sun - previdod of eourao, he iz not meking for tho one eloud
Fou havo your cyo on.

The last improeassion that T have ig how satonishingly quickly the
bhsurs pass. In a really comfortable sockplt, you nrc not swnre of tho ond of
your spine oa o burming padm, no eramp in the lcga. Luckily =y stomneh socmod
satisfied with coffec snd tonst =t Tl n.m., until landing nt 4.15 pam., when
oll the loenl Cernish folk were only o cager 0 gathor round with hundrods
of wondorful sandeichs and andloss otps ol tun - on this ooonaion no deubt to
rostore the somewhnt shattorod norves of tho pliot who hod mado, to say the
loogt, o rathor wnfortunato 1anding ....... but that is anothor slory.

Evic D=0.
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FLYING NOTES
Theze might as well stirt with a few bindge=

l. Owing to tha increasing number of ascrotowa which are not being recorded,
it hea been decided to make 1t the glider pilot's responsibility to
cnaurs thaot his toke aff is leoggoed. In future flights which 2re not
leggoed will be charged an additional 5/- (20 minutes flying tiwe), lLog
phoots are kept in the offico and ape elweys availablo.

2. Fooplt, ond in particular private owncrs, aro still towing their glidors
arcund bchind cors with just onc pereon on the wing tip. Therc is no
oxousc for this, aas 1t ia alwnye poegible %o find o club momber %o walk
by the neao, and 1t mokes you liable 4o bo groundcd for tho day.

3. Ground handling. Dnisy rocontly almest suffored the somo fato as last
yoar, duc %o thope members helding the noae letting go for only a wiry
short iime. But during this time sho wenmt wp to B foct ond thon dowm
ogain, pushing hor whool houvsing wp inte tho fueelago. Hever malax on
gtrong wind days until you ore safcly in tho barp,

Encugh binde - o fow congrotulaticnss-

To Tony D=D. on Winning Leogue I ond boooming British ¥ntional
Fliding Champion.

To John Willy for rooching 29,000 with the Uelho with oxygon and
withk & bayography also for flying the Weiho ints Tth ploce in the Hotlonals,

To Annc Burng o ronching Fremec in her Skylatk III.

: Te Johw Wallon on eomploting hio Gold 'CF with a gole trip to
Cormwall in the Blue E=gle,

Te Bronpig Jomes on o croditnbls porformanmes at the Frensh Nationnle.
On threo days ho was Tunning first,

To Derrick Qoddard on etonding the gtrain of Loshos so long.
Unfortunntely, he hoe doeldod to teke » throo yesr flying appeintment in India,
s we wish his tho very bost of Britlah lusk,

Another departing familiar faco ie thoe Potrol, which hop boon bought
by & Bunstable syndicate. Tho Petrel crow have bought Mombo's romoine and
hopo to have thom flying by the Spring.

Dunstaoblc cro holding » Hational Glider Acrobntie cospatition ovor
the wookend of the 21s%t/?2nd Scptomber. Brion ¥ogtors iz organising o
guitable entry Ifrom Loshom nnd hopom to rotuyn with the trophy. Hon-f1ying
viaitors arc wolcoma, et should take their ovm bodding if etaying tho night.

=0 o) o= o=

THE l:IEtE'r.!_HIE&'I'I;ﬂH OF i CLIDTRE CONTEST - Some persenal vwiewn

Thip year the organigation of the Frepch Nationsls differed from
the Britleh Naticmala in the following esaentiale. Ae far ee possilble, all
pilots flew the =zame type of machines; secocndly, time of take—off Tor all
competitore was decided by the organisers; thirdly, thoe piloi-doclared goal
sontest wae not included.

The tochnigus of launching wes to lay ous the sailplanecs in threc
rows (ten, teon and Tive abroast) with tow cablos atachod, the ton tow plance
thon taxied wp and onee lounching Wwos started all woro airborne within fifteon
mindtoe. To sake things evon, the take-off erder wes altorcd ooch day mo
thet nuober one took off Firot on the firet dey, number aix on tho sceond and
B3 O






